Special Bulletin

For professional providers October 03, 2024

Medicare Update: No Cost-Sharing for Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis for HIV Prevention

Effective Sept. 30, 2024, Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) to prevent HIV is now covered without cost-
sharing by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) under Medicare Part B.

HIV PreP for prevention drugs were previously covered under Medicare Part D and were typically subject
to a deductible and coinsurance or co-pay. CMS transitioned coverage of PrEP for HIV prevention to
Medicare Part B, and beneficiaries have no Part B cost-sharing obligations (i.e., deductibles or co-pays).

Antiretroviral drugs used for the treatment of HIV continue to be covered under Medicare Part D, even
though these may be the same drugs that are used for HIV PrEP.

This new National Coverage Determination (NCD) for PrEP under Medicare Part B includes:

*  FDA-approved antiretroviral drugs (oral and injectable) for individuals at increased risk of HIV
acquisition.

*  Counseling visits (up to 8 per year)

*  HIV screening tests (up to 8 per year)

*  Hepatitis B virus (HBV) screening (once)

* Risk Assessment — the determination of increased risk is made by the physician or healthcare
practitioner.

Members have been sent a letter notifying them of this change.

For more information on this change by CMS, go here.

The following entities, which serve the noted regions, are independent licensees of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association: Western and Northeastern PA: Highmark Inc.
d/b/a Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, Highmark Choice Company, Highmark Health Insurance Company, Highmark Coverage Advantage Inc., Highmark Benefits Group
Inc., First Priority Health, First Priority Life or Highmark Senior Health Company. Central and Southeastern PA: Highmark Inc. d/b/a Highmark Blue Shield, Highmark
Benefits Group Inc., Highmark Health Insurance Company, Highmark Choice Company, or Highmark Senior Health Company. Delaware: Highmark BCBSD Inc. d/b/a
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield. West Virginia: Highmark West Virginia Inc. d/b/a Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, Highmark Health Insurance Company, or Highmark
Senior Solutions Company. Western NY: Highmark Western and Northeastern New York Inc. d/b/a Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield. Northeastern NY: Highmark
Western and Northeastern New York Inc. d/b/a Highmark Blue Shield.

All references to “Highmark” in this document are references to the Highmark company that is providing the member’s health benefits or health benefit administration and/or
to one or more of its affiliated Blue companies.
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https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fact-sheet-potential-medicare-part-b-coverage-preexposure-prophylaxis-prep-using-antiretroviral.pdf

