
      November 4, 2021 
P&T Committee Meeting Minutes      5:00 PM 

 

Attendance 
 

Members present:  Christine Andrews, MD; Salim Chowdhury, MD; Meghana Desai, RPh, BCGP; Thomas Falcione, RPh; Ellen Feeney, PharmD; Katherine 
Homrok, MD; Rebekah Hughey, MD; Nicole Kirkland, PharmD, MPH; Jeffrey Kirchner, DO, FAAFP, AAHIVS; Christine Ruby-Scelsi, PharmD; Justin Schreiber, 
MD; Donald Wilfong, MD 
 
Guests: Kayla Thompson, PharmD; Nicole Campese, PharmD; Kallyn Westfall, PharmD; Amir Antonius, PharmD; Renee Licwinko, PharmD; Ama Edusei, 
PharmD Candidate 
 
Presenters: Francine Brooke, PharmD; Andrea Keck, PharmD; Nicole Kirkland, PharmD, MPH; Douglas Leung, PharmD; Benjamin Breisinger, PharmD 
Candidate; Sabrina Koza, PharmD Candidate  
 
Minute Recorder: Douglas Leung 

 
Call to Order: 5:02 

Approval of Minutes 
Discussion Action 

August minutes - Vote 
 
Vote - accepted 

Old Business: 

 None 
 
New Business:  

 PA Medicaid and Medicare = Highmark Wholecare 

No Discussion 

 

New Products 

Drug Name 
Decision 

Discussion Vote Count All Lines of Business 
(Where applicable) 

Fexinidazole  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 
Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Saphnelo (anifrolumab-fnia)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Nexviazyme (avalglucosidase alfa-
ngpt) 

 Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Tavneos (Avacopan)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 
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Qulipta (atogepant)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Skytrofa (lonapegsomatropin-tcgd)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Korsuva (difelikefalin)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Welireg (belzutifan)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Bylvay (odevixibat)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Livmarli (maralixibat)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Exkivity (mobocertinib)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Tivdak (tisotumab vedotin-tftv)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

 

Abbreviated New Products 

Drug Name 
Decision 

Discussion Vote Count All Lines of Business 
(Where applicable) 

Twyneo (tretinoin and benzoyl 
peroxide) 

 Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 
Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Semglee (insulin glargine-yfgn)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Uptravi (selexipag)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Gvoke (glucagon)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 
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Trudhesa (dihydroergotamine 
mesylate)  

 Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Invega Hafyera (paliperidone 
palmitate)  

 Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

Chowdhury: Zercapli is the same sertraline but just a new 
strength and the Invega Hafyera is just a different dosing 

interval.  Will there be prior authorization on these agents? 
Nicole: This is still to be discussed, but on the Medicare side 

these medications will be added as protected class 
medications.  The LAIAs will likely have to fail a short acting 

product 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Byooviz (ranibizumab-nuna)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Opzelura (ruxolitinib)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Talzenna (talazoparib)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Zercapli (sertraline hydrochloride)  

 Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

Chowdhury: Zercapli is the same sertraline but just a new 
strength and the Invega Hafyera is just a different dosing 

interval.  Will there be prior authorization on these agents? 
Nicole: This is still to be discussed, but on the Medicare side 

these medications will be added as protected class 
medications.  The LAIAs will likely have to fail a short acting 

product 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Zimhi (naloxone hydrochloride)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Seglentis (celecoxib/tramadol)  Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

Tyrvaya (varenicline solution)   Must Add 

 May Add 

 Do Not Add 

 

Must Add- 0 

May Add- 10 

Do Not Add- 0 

 

New FDA Indications 

Drug Name 
Decision 

Discussion Vote Count All Lines of Business 
(Where applicable) 

Keytruda (pembrolizumab)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Lenvima (lenvatinib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 
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Opdivo (nivolumab)   No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Tibsovo (ivosidenib)   No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Brukinsa (zanubrutinib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Jemperli (dostarlimab-gxly)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Cabometyx (cabozantinib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Jakafi (ruxolitinib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Tasigna (nilotinib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Tecartus (brexucabtagene autoleucel)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Erbitux (cetuximab)   No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Verzenio (abemaciclib)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Tecentriq (atezolizumab)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Bydureon (exenatide)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Dalvance (dalbavancin)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Lexette (halobetasol propionate)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Briviact (brivaracetam)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Repatha (evolocumab)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Biktarvy 
(bictegravir/emtricitabine/tenofovir 
alafenamide) 

 No Change 

 Change 

 
No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Vimpat (lacosamide) IV and PO  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Octagam IVIG  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Drizalma Sprinkle (duloxetine)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Nucala (mepolizumab)  No Change 

 Change  

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Botox (onabotulinumtoxinA)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 
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Mirena (levonorgestrel)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Xywav (calcium, magnesium 
potassium, and sodium oxybates) 

 No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Jardiance (empagliflozin)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Xarelto (rivaroxaban)   No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

Dextenza (dexamethasone)  No Change 

 Change 

 No Change- 10 

Change- 0 

 

DURs 
 Discussion 
PA Medicaid No Discussion 

  

Formulary Revisions 

PA Medicaid 

Drug Name Recommendation Decision Discussion Vote Count 

AutoPen Remove from 

formulary 

 Remove 

 Do Not Remove 
 

Remove- 10 

Do Not Remove-0 

CeQur Simplicity Remove from 

formulary 
 Remove 

 Do Not Remove 
 

Remove- 10 

Do Not Remove-0 

Medtronic InPen Remove from 

formulary 
 Remove 

 Do Not Remove 

Schreiber: for the INPEN, are the alternatives 

approved for all ages because the INPEN is 

frequently used for children 

Kayla: Novopen Echo has been used in children 2 

years of age and this change w ill only affect new  

starts. 

Remove- 10 

Do Not Remove-0 

BD Pen Mini Remove from 

formulary 

 Remove 

 Do Not Remove 
 

Remove- 10 

Do Not Remove-0 

 
Policies  

PA Medicaid 

Policy Name New/Revision 
Decision 

(vote is for all new and 
revised policies) 

Discussion 

Bylvay (odevixibat)  New  Policy 

 Policy Revision 

 Approve as Written 

 Do Not Approve as Written 

None 
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Strensiq 

Phenylketonuria Medications- Palynziq (pegvaliase-PQPZ) and Kuvan 

(sapropterin)  
Xyw av (calcium, magnesium, potassium, and sodium oxybates) and Xyrem 

(sodium oxybate) 

Isturisa (osilodrostat) 

Immune Globulin Products 

Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) Agents 

Enzyme Replacement Therapy, Pompe Disease  

Gattex (teduglutide)  

Compounds 

Nuedexta ( dextromethorphan hydrobromide and quinidine sulfate) 

Myalept (metreleptin) 

Qbrexza (glycopyrronium) 

Crysvita (burosumab-tw za) 

Vyndaqel (tafamidis meglumine) and Vyndamax (tafamidis) 

Sucraid (sacrosidase)  

Xiaflex (collagenase clostridium histolyticum) 

Alpha1 Proteinase Inhibitors 
Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH) injectable agents  

Onpattro (patisiran) and Tegsedi (inotersen)  

Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Medications 

 New  Policy 

 Policy Revisions 

None 

Zyvox  Retire None 

PA Medicaid Operational Policies 
Pharmacy Copays 

Pharmacy Auxiliary Services 

 New  Policy 

 Policy Revisions 

 Approve as Written 

 Do Not Approve as Written 
None 

Formulary Management 

Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee 

Clinical Policy Development Process 

Restricted Members 

Pharmacy Access During Disasters 

Specialty Pharmacy Program 

Pharmacy Member Portal 

Pharmacy Coding Requests  

Direct Member Reimbursement (DMR) 

Split Fill Program 

Pharmacy Care Coordination w ith BH-MCOs  

Second Level PBM Provider Pricing Dispute Resolution Process 

Oncology Analytics Prior Authorization Process 
Pharmacy System Controls 

 New  Policy 

 Policy Revisions 

 Approve as Written 

 Do Not Approve as Written 
None 

 

Final Discussion 
 
None 
 

 

Next Meeting Date: February 3, 2022  



      November 4, 2021 
P&T Committee Meeting Minutes      5:00 PM 

 

 
Time Meeting Adjourned: 5:44 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
Nicole Kirkland, PharmD, MPH    x    Date: 11/5/2021 
Senior Pharmacist and Chair, P&T Committee 
Pharmacy Services Department 


